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OUR HISTORICAL PHOTO COLLECTION AT WORK
Author Peter Brueggeman has contacted P.H.M.S.
and will use some of our photographs in a biography
he is writing about Esther Parnell Hewlett and family.
Esther Hewlett was born in Poway. January 8,1895 to
William Hewlett and Alice Parnell. William's father,
Benjamin Hewlett, was the minister of the Poway
Episcopal Church in 1887. We
all recognize this church today
as our Community Church
located on Community Road.
Alice Parnell was the daughter
of Poway's Parnell family.

Templar's Hall still stands and is located here in
Old Poway Park for us to enjoy.
William Hewlett was issued a license to wed
September 21 of 1892 and was married to Alice
Parnell. The couple moved into the Meeker House
which was located at 13304 Poway Road.
This sample of Poway family
history works into Peter
Brueggeman's biography of
Esther Parnell Hewlett and
family. Peter has gathered this
material as he has
researched the Hewlett family
who resided on Palomar
Mountain in the early 1900's.
Esther became known for
gathering and raising butterflies
for sale on
Palomar Mountain.

The Parnell's homesteaded 160
acres in Poway from 1877 until
1902. The Parnell homestead's
northeast corner was located at
Parnell Home
the southwest corner of Poway
and Community roads. Today
that corner is home to a bank and the shopping area
that includes Michael's and the Main Street Grill. The
Peter was generous and eager to let us share this
Parnell's home was located approximately were our
sample with our readers. Peter has a website which
City Hall stands today.
includes a tab for "Palomar Mountain History" and
encourages folks to visit. The website:
William Hewlett and Alice Parnell both served as
peterbrueggeman.com/palomarmountainhistory.
officers for the the Poway Lodge of Good Templars.
~Jeff Frye

DID YOU KNOW? The Poway Historical Museum has a number of resources available for docents,
volunteers and the general public to use. There is a new and interesting “Then & Now” photo album on
our computer under Picasa. There are many personal interviews on CD. ~Jan Rubacky

PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE
Welcome to the fall of 2015. A year ago was our 50th
anniversary as you might recall, and P.H.M.S. has
steam rolled right into 51 years.

addition of a software program that will enable easy
interaction for our society members as well as
interested community members to research our
collections. Once again this year we will be able to
provide a stipend for our able and dedicated research
intern Allison Provenzano who has contributed
mightily along with Jan Rubacky updating our
collections, inventories, and serving public requests.

Speaking on behalf of our board of directors I can tell
you that a more satisfying hobby will not be found.
The passion that we all share providing our
community's history with others is a thrill. Our
visitors are very complimentary of our museum and
our Nelson House and are very entertained by our
staff.

This annual Community Enhancement Grant
program is very inspiring. The program demonstrates
the interest, willingness, and efforts that we as voters
and taxpayers, along with our government, put back
into strengthening our society and its volunteer
infrastructures. Our Society is just one of dozens of
San Diego non-profits that
are supported by this incredible program.

We have the fall events coming up here at Old Poway
Park. The "Poway Rendezvous" the first week in
October, "Halloween in the Park" Sunday October
25, and "Christmas in the Park" Saturday December
12. All of these events will be entertaining so bring
your neighbors and join us.

Our Society is dedicated to preserving and sharing the
history of our community. An informed and strong
community builds an informed and strong nation. I
would like to quote our By-Laws, Article II titled
"Purposes": "The purpose of the P.H.M.S. shall be to
preserve the heritage of historic Poway, including the
city limits of the City of Poway and relevant nearby
areas. This purpose shall involve several
responsibilities including the maintenance of the
Poway Heritage Museum and Nelson House; a
repository for archival materials; a library that
includes documents, publications, and photographic
and other images. An additional purpose of
P.H.M.S. shall be the dissemination of related
historical research information to the public and the
recognition of persons living in the Poway area who
have made significant contributions to the community
or to the world.”

The park calendar is filling up quick. Besides our
museum and our Nelson House the park has become
a popular venue popular venue for weddings,
birthdays, and many other organized events The
settings around our park have proven popular with
photographers as well.
Our Nelson House coordinator, Gwenmarie Hilleary,
is a singer with the Scripps/ Poway Acapella Singers
and is a case in point. We joined in with this
entertaining vocal group and hosted a concert at the
"Templar's Hall" on July 12. This event was not only
entertaining but also an exhibition of one of the
oldest forms of organized group music. We will
publicize this event earlier next year as we hope many
of our members will enjoy the music.
The County of San Diego board of supervisors and
the State of California sponsor an annual Community
Enhancement Grant program of which our Society is
participating again this fiscal year. The Poway
Historical and Memorial Society was awarded
$4,300.00 this year and we will use these funds for
several projects. Among these projects will be the

May I speak for all of us and conclude that we all
wish to build an informed and strong nation. May we
all continue to contribute to our community and
subsequently our nation.
Thank us all for pitching in with interest and support.
~Jeff Frye
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NOW ON DISPLAY IN THE MUSEUM

PHMS APPROVES REVISED BYLAWS
The Poway Historical and Memorial Society Board of
Directors approved updated bylaws at their June
meeting.
The changes include redefining the roles of board
officers and directors and scheduling the election of
board members for the PHMS annual meetings,
which will now be held in the spring of
even-numbered years. The board will elect officers
and name committees for the following fiscal year
(which begins July 1)at the next board meeting after
the annual meeting.

PHMS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Copies of the new bylaws are available at the Poway
Heritage Museum. You can also download a copy of
the bylaws at
http://www.powayhistoricalsociety.org/PHMS_Byla
ws_6-10-15.pdf

President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary

Jeffrey Frye
Mary Shepardson
Jan Rubacky
Carol Crafts

Treasurer
At Large
At Large

Ron Thiele
Joye Davisson
Jim Quiring

The Board meets the second Wednesday of the
month at 8:30 AM in the Museum. Members
are welcome to attend.

~Mary Shepardson
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Poway Historical and Memorial Society
P. O. Box 19
Poway, CA 92074-0019

HISTORY TOUR, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
Self-guided tour from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM:
Community Church of Poway Chapel
Dearborn Cemetery
Kumeyaay-Ipai Interpretive Center
Old Poway Park
Exterior tour of the historic Plainsted home
Updated information will be available from the
Museum and on the PHMS Facebook page.

POWAY HISTORICAL AND MEMORIAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP:_______________________________________________ ________________
PHONE: __________________________________EMAIL: ______________________________
G NEW

G

$500

LIFE

G

$20

FAMILY

G RENEWAL

G

$100

BUSINESS

G

$15

INDIVIDUAL

G $25
ORGANIZATION PHMS is a 501(c)(3) nonComplete form and send with your
profit corporation.
check to PH&MS
P. O. Box 19
Poway, CA 92074-0019
858-679-8587
Optional: I would like to help with:
Artifacts G
Docent in Nelson House G
Library G Special Events G Tours G
Docent in Museum G
Research G

