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Can’t get to the Museum? MUSEUM &  
NELSON HOUSE 

HOURS
Saturdays – 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sundays – 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Closed the 2nd SundayYou’ll find pictures and stories from Poway’s past, plus the latest news 

from PHMS at facebook.com/PowayHistoricalAndMemorialSociety/

In the Museum and Nelson House

A Passion for Quilting
Quilting, which originated 

as long as 2,000 years ago 
and arrived in Europe during the 
Crusades, has seen ebbs and flows 
of interest in North America since 
Colonial times. 

Today, it seems to be 
blossoming in popularity, with 
both collector of vintage and 
antique pieces and current 
crafters getting involved. 

Currently on display in the 

museum and the Nelson house, 
you’ll find numerous quilts, ranging 
from traditional to contemporary, 
along with information about the 
history of quilting, materials and 
traditional designs.
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available, we’d love to have you 
join us in reaching out to the 
public. It’s very rewarding to share 
knowledge about the valley.

Coming up this spring is our 
second annual “Victorian Day in the 
Garden” here at Old Poway Park on 
Saturday, April 8. We’ll expect to 
have at least a dozen crafters, expert 
speakers on a variety of topics, and 
lots of items for sale, including 
some 200 heirloom tomato plants 
nurtured by Cindy Larson.

Also on the calendar for history 
buffs is the 7th annual Adobe Home 
Tour, which will include a pair of 
Poway Houses this year. (See page 
4 for details.)

That serves as a reminder that 
the first house in Poway, built by 
Philip Crosthwaite in 1859, was 
constructed of adobe blocks. While 
the house no longer stands, we have 
a good collection of the blocks, still 
in remarkably good condition.

It won’t be long before we hear 
the cry of “Play ball!” and spring 
is upon us. Spring cleaning, green 
hills (the product of copious winter 
rains) and longer, warmer days for 
enjoying our beautiful Poway  
Valley.

We hope your year got off to a 
proper start and all will be well in 
the year ahead. If you can, please 
take some time on a weekend day 
to visit us here at the Museum and 
the Nelson House.

I would like to share a couple of 
statistics with our Society. For 

the major events held each year in 
Old Poway Park, the City asks for a 
gross sales report from each vendor. 
These include train tickets, food, 
crafts, etc.

At the 2011 “Christmas in 
the Park” event, the gross sales 
reported were $5,900. For the 
same event in 2015, gross sales 
reported were $15,000. At this last 
“Christmas in the Park,” sales had 
grown to $19,000!

Another statistic we can share 
is the number of visitors at then 
Museum and Nelson house. During 
the fiscal year 2010-2011, we 
hosted 4,600 visitors. During the 
2016 calendar year, our Museum 

hosted approximately 9,000 
visitors atexpert the Nelson house 
approximately 7,000.

These numbers represent the 
growth we are experiencing at Old 
Poway Park. All our members have 
contributed to this in one way or 
another, from annual membership 
contributions to members of the 
board and our volunteers/docents, 
who help bring Poway’s history to 
life for our visitors.

The numbers speak to the 
growth of the Society and our 
outreach, but we can always 
use more help in preserving the 
history of our community. If you 
are looking for a way to pitch in 
and have some weekend hours 

President’s Message
by

Jeff Frye

On the Covers
Top of front page: A view of Poway Valley from the west in 1900. 

Community Church is in the center of the photo with the original Poway 
School to its right.

Back page: The front porch and garden of the Mary Kent house. Kent hill 
is in the background.

Poway Echoes 
is the publication of

Poway Historical and  
Memorial Society

Established 1964
Mary Shepardson, Editor

Board of Directors
Jeff Frye ...........................President
Mary Shepardson .... Vice President
Carol Crafts ..................... Secretary
Jim Quiring ..................... Treasurer
Jan Rubacky .....................Archivist
Cindy Larson .............. Membership
Doug Stratton ..................Gift Shop
Brian Bazzeni ....................Member
Barbara Lerma...................Member
Barbarann Parker...............Member
Ron Thiele .........................Member
Board meetings held the second 
Wednesday of the month at 1:00 
p.m. in the museum. Members are: 
welcome to attend.

Cimdy Larson, left, and Carol 
Crafts at last year’s Victorian Day 
event.
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Join us for

Saturday, April 8, 2017
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Old Poway Park
b Plant & Pot Sale on the South Lawn

b Lots of Heirloom Tomatoes 
b Crafters

b Speakers in the Gazebo (11 a.m. to 2 p.m.)

b Children’s Crafts & Activities in  
Templars Hall

b Flea Market — Books, Jewelry, Antique 
Items and Madame Alexander Dolls.
b Raffle Items Throughout the Day

b Model-T Cars on Display

Make it a Day in the Park
Farmers Market (8 a.m. to 1 p.m.)

Poway & Midland Railroad (10 a.m. to 2 p.m.)

For More Information contact PHMS 858.679.8587
Cindy Larson 858.748.4390 or 858.583.2199



–4–

Seventh Annual Adobe Home Tour 2017
Escondido & Poway

March 19 • 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
Visit six stunning homes built between the 

1930s and 1970s. They feature some of the most 
interesting and innovative adobe architecture of 
the time.

The 2017 Adobe Home Tour includes four 
adobe homes in Escondido and two in Poway.  

You will see excellent examples of mid-century 
adobe construction as well as outdoor design idea areas, 
including courtyards, succulent landscapes and edible 
gardens. 

Tickets may be purchased online. Go to  
http://adobehometour.com/ and select Buy Tickets.

Tickets are $25.00 per person ($27.80 with fees).

You will need to 
print out your tickets 
and bring them with you 
when you start the tour 
at the address printed on 
the ticket. You’ll get the 
addresses of the other 
homes when you go to 
the first one

.

Event will be held rain or shine.
Please wear comfortable shoes. 

These properties have uneven walkways and 
steps.

 They are not wheelchair accessible.

North County Adobe Home Tour 2017 Page 1 of 3 

The Sixth Annual San Diego North County 
Adobe Home Tour Fact Sheet 

When: Sunday, March 19, 2017 :: 11 AM to 4 PM 
Website: http://adobehometour.com 
Email: info@adobehometour.com 
Media Contact: Gretchen Pelletier  
619-733-4977; gretchen.pelletier@yahoo.com
The Adobe Home Tour benefits the Escondido
History Center.

Mexican Colonial hacienda accents... reclaimed wood ceiling beams... cooling outdoor courtyards 
and breezeways... lush, low-water gardens… stone, brick and kiva-style fireplaces... Many of the 
features of California’s oldest ranchos and haciendas are in high demand today, including 
handmade adobe bricks (see Facts of Note, next page), a practical art that is enjoying a revival 
across the Southwest. 

The Sixth Annual Adobe Home Tour features three Escondido and two Poway homes that 
celebrate the enduring appeal of ancient building methods and materials restored for 21st century 
lifestyles, as well as inspiration for gardeners looking for practical ideas that don’t sacrifice color or 
greenery.  Bandy Canyon Ranch will also open its gates to tour attendees as a bonus. 

Escondido and its surrounding neighborhoods have a rich history of adobe home construction, 
and the area is believed to have the highest concentration of adobe homes and structures anywhere 
in the country outside of New Mexico. But true adobe construction is an almost-lost art here. 

“There are so many misconceptions 
about adobe,” says Ben Loescher 
from Adobe is Not Software (AiNS), 
“from some folks who believe it to be 
illegal, to thermal performance, etc. 
Opportunities like the Adobe Home 
Tour offer a kind of public exposure 
that is wonderful both for new work 
and those seeking to conserve 
existing buildings.” AiNS offers 
periodic classes, workshops and 
lectures in Southern California 
covering adobe-related topics.  

North County Adobe Home Tour 2017 Page 2 of 3 

San Diego’s Adobe Back Story 

 The first adobe homes constructed in Escondido date 
to the era of California’s expansive Mexican land grants. 
In 1834, Juan Bautista Alvarado built several adobe 
homes and ranch structures in his rancho, Rincon Del 
Diablo. In time, the land would be subdivided into 
smaller farms. More historical information is available 
at adobehometour.com. 

The Escondido area has a rich inventory of adobe 
structures, largely due to the proliferation of builders like the Weir Brothers and George Patterson, 
who specialized in adobe construction, and various other contractors and builders who learned the 
art of adobe construction and built independently. San Diego’s North County area has a collection 
of adobe homes that will remain architecturally unique. As the years progress and building styles 
change, the beauty of the adobe homes remains unchanged and continues to add to the historical 
value of the area.  

The state of California made significant changes 
to earthquake-related building codes in the early 
1980s that cooled the adobe building boom, and 
as a result very few true adobe homes have been 
built. (Adobe façade is still prevalent.) Most adobe 
homeowners laugh at the idea of adobe home 
having seismic issues as the construction and 
building principals used by the builders in the 
area produced rock-solid structures.  

The adobe builders were building environmentally friendly ‘green’ homes well before the current 
trend, as most of the homes were built with the bricks made on site with a formula required at the 
time, using some asphalt stabilizers for waterproofing and some cement for strength. The thermal 
properties of adobe (16-inch-thick walls) mean less energy use for heating and cooling. 

The Adobe Home Tour was launched in 2011 to draw attention to 
these unique and beautiful homes by making them available for 
public viewing. For those interested in architecture, history or just 
beautiful homes, the tour offers a rare opportunity to personally 
experience this unique style. 

More information on the history of adobe homes in San Diego is 
available upon request.  
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Adobe Revival 

Although adobe homes may never be built on a large scale again in California – due to changes in 
structural permitting and high cost of heavy labor – there is a revival of interest in these bricks, 
with homeowners purchasing (when they can find a source) and even making their own bricks for 
facades, low garden walls and non-structural uses. Workshops, classes and lectures are offered by 
Adobeisnotsoftware (AiNS), founded in Los Angeles in 2009 to: 

 Inform, enable and advance adobe construction in
California.

 Educate the public in the building and conservation of
adobe structures.

 Reform California building regulation and remove ill-
informed barriers to adobe construction

 Encourage research about the seismic and thermal
behavior of adobe construction

 Foster dialogue and connect practitioners
 Encourage collaboration with advocates for other building technologies and pursue

common goals

Further information: www.adobeisnotsoftware.com. 

Attending the Sixth Annual Adobe Home Tour 

Starting January 1, 2017, visitors may purchase tickets online with PayPal or download a form to 
pay by mail. Once purchased, visitors will be provided with the addresses of the starting-place 
homes, where they’ll receive a program with details of each of the residences and directions. 

 Online purchase: $25 (http://adobehometour.com) by PayPal or credit card
 Group sales of 5 or more: $20/ea. – see website for group sales information

This is a self-guided tour. Visitors park in each of the neighborhoods, and at the height of the day 
may require a short walk. These are private homes and may not be easily accessed by wheelchairs 
or walkers.  
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13525 Poway Road (Creekside Plaza)
858-486-4460

13200 Kirkham Way (Business Park)
858.486.5911 • tgdi@sbcglobal.net

14155 
Midland Rd. 

(Across from 
Old Poway Park)

858-748-4412

DEVELOPMENT IN©

858-486-4575

Please support these fine Business Members
who support Poway Historical Society

STEVE P. BARNETTE
Office: 858-486-0527
Cell: 858-945-8666

13945 Poway Road. Ste. B
Service and repair at price that’s fair

A Tustin Hills subdivision
B Ross home (stone)
C Oak Knoll Rd.
D Chuck Hilton Chevron

E Poway’s first traffic signals
F Poway Shell
G Shepardson Company Realty
H Zeigler’s Union service station

A

B

C

D
E

F
G

H

Looking back: Poway and Pomerado, mid-1960s
Photographer Erick Lieder shot a series of aerial 

views documenting Poway Road in about 1965. This 
image looks down on the intersection of Poway and 
Pomerado from the northwest corner.



Poway Historical and Memorial 
Society 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
MAIL COMPLETED FORM WITH DUES PAYMENT TO:  

Poway Historical and Memorial Society, P.O. Box 19, Poway, CA 92074  
 

Name/Organization or Business  

Address   

City 
  

State  Zip Code  

Phone  Email  
  

 New Membership  Renewal 
  

 Life Membership ($500)  Organizational Membership ($25.00 annual) 
    

 Individual Membership ($15.00 annual)  Family Membership ($20.00 annual) 
    

 Business Membership ($100 annual) 

Optional: I would like to volunteer to help with: 

 Artifacts  Library  Tours  Research  Special Events 
 

 Docent/Museum  Docent/Nelson House  Other (Specify)  

PHMS is a 501©(3) non-profit corporation 
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